
Ms. Ford....Class Newsletter....December 6th 

 

Math: Our class has been working on multi-step word problems. These problems involve three 

and four digit numbers and the students are asked to estimate using rounding to the closest tens 

or hundreds. They then find the actual answer to the problem. Students are faced with the 

decision of whether estimating at all was a good strategy for that particular word problem or not. 

Sometimes, in real life, using an estimated answer suffices, but sometimes not. We are looking at 

distances between cities and measuring miles. If you have any road trips planned, that would be a 

great chance to put math into action. After all, we all want to know, “Are we there yet?” 

 

We continue to use three different strategies for subtracting on a number line: Removal (Take 

Away/Jumping Down on a Number Line), Finding the Difference (Adding On/ Jumping Up 

on a Number Line), and Constant Difference.  

 

The children can work up to page 60 in their Math Connections book.  

 

Our math strategy/fact sheet this week focuses on times 7.  

 

Social Studies: As we are looking back at life in our region 300 years ago, we are pondering 

what we can learn from the past. How did the Native Americans of our region use resources in 

their environment to the fullest? We will be going to the Junior Center of Arts and Science on 

December 15th to learn more about the Ohlone. There are no changes to the schedule that 

day. We will be back in time for lunch. If your child uses a booster seat, please send them to 

school with one the day of our trip.  
 

Reading: We are well into our “Reading to Learn” unit of study, which focuses on nonfiction 

reading. The children are learning to find the main idea of a section of text, noticing that a 

section can be a page of an article, several paragraphs under a heading, or a single 

paragraph. The main idea of a section needs to be expressed as a complete sentence. In order 

to help your child find the main idea of a section, remind them to ask themselves, “What is this 

section mostly about?” or “What is the author trying to tell us in this section?” The 

supporting details (bullet points) can be expressed as notes rather than sentences. An example of 

this work is in your child’s homework notebook. You may notice that this sounds a lot like 

creating an outline. We will be using this format for the next few weeks. It is the format that the 

children will use and strengthen over the next two years of their schooling. 

 

Writing: We have been working on ways to “elaborate” in our information writing. We know 

that adding a micro story, descriptions, observations, and explanations are ways to elaborate on a 

topic. Using imagery is another way. We are learning about how paragraph breaks punctuate our 

writing by telling the reader we are moving onto another subtopic. I think you will enjoy these 

information books a lot. Through these books, I am learning about ice-skating, gaming, magic 

tricks, unicorn, goats, and much much more! 

 

Very best, 

Alaleh Ford 

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 

mailto:aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us


News from the Computer Lab: 
Hour of Code in the Computer Lab! 
3rd graders have been learning about algorithms through fun coding activities. They have been 
building algorithms in an unplugged graph paper programming activity, and this week students 
will continue learning coding concepts in their Tynker accounts. Computational thinking hard at 
work! 
 

https://www.tynker.com/#/sign-in/

