
Ms. Ford....Class Newsletter....November 15th 

 

Math: We have started our new math unit. This unit focuses on rounding two and three digit 

numbers to the nearest tens and hundreds. We will also be estimating and adding and subtracting 

three digit numbers. The children will use the standard algorithm for adding and subtracting as 

well as using place value splitting. The children are encouraged to use number lines as another 

way to manipulate numbers. Number manipulation on the number line, when using efficient 

methods, can lead to ease in mental number manipulation.  

 

The children can work up to page 50 in their Math Connections book.  

 

Keep up the math fact practice! In the car or on a walk are good times to do a quick review. 

Using the strategy sheet (the ones with the days of the week on them) is another option. Practice 

times 2, 3, 4, or 5. Just five minutes a day will make such a difference. If your child has their 

facts down, then play math games and talk strategy. In class this week, we are doing 5 minutes of 

practice each day on 6 facts. Please ask your child what 6 times 7 is. I have told them that at 

random times (this year and in the years to come:) I will ask them about 6 times 7. I think they 

will be surprised if you are in on this. 

 

Math Presentation Project - You will find a bright purple sheet in your child’s 

Wednesday Folder. This is an OPTIONAL math project. The children can work on 

these projects independently or with help from friends and grownups. The point of 

the activity is to get them excited about math ideas. This is one way to do it.  
 

Reading: Our “Wanted” posters are complete and up in the room. The children made these 

posters based on the culprit in their last mystery book. We started a new reading unit this week, 

namely, “Reading to Learn”. This unit focuses on nonfiction reading. In third grade the big 

transition in nonfiction reading is that the children are not merely learning facts but they are 

active and constructive participants in the reading process. They are searching for the author’s 

purpose, asking questions, creating new ideas, and synthesizing.  

 

Writing: We continue to work on paragraph writing. The children are learning to elaborate on the 

supporting details. Adding examples to their paragraphs is one way to do this. 

 

Very best, 

Alaleh Ford 

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 
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