
Ms. Ford....Class Newsletter....October 12th 

 

Math: This week our mathematicians are learning about the multiples of 2, 4, and 5, noting 

patterns that help them learn and understand the concept of multiplication. We noted that these 

patterns continue even when we are considering two- and three-digit products.   

 

The class has been introduced to several activities where they take what they have learned about 

multiplication and apply it to “mind stretching” activities. As an example, how would one find 

the total of tiles laid down in 99 rows and 99 columns without using a calculator? 

 

The children can work up to page 30 in their Math Connections book.  If your child has fallen 

behind in the Home Connections book, just have them start on page 25 to have a fresh start and a 

more attainable goal.  

 

Our math strategy/fact sheet this week focuses on “times 5”. We have discovered that one easy 

way to get to the product of a “times 5” fact is to multiply that number by ten and then splitting it 

in half.  

 

Please make sure to return your child’s math test along with the signed blue slip since I would 

like to have the test handy for our upcoming conferences.  

 

Science: We have been observing the sun and the moon and learning the names of the different 

phases of the moon. We will be going to Chabot Space and Science Center next Thursday, 

October 20th!  Please make sure to pack a lunch for your child that day as we will not be eating 

at school. Everyone has their field trip forms in, so no need to worry about that. The children 

arrive and leave that day at normal school hours. 

 

Today Mrs. Ludmer taught the children how to get onto ebooks to read more about space. They 

read about “The Sun” today. The children will be bringing a short science homework page home 

next week in their book bags. They will be asked to get onto the library site and to their ebooks 

from home to complete the assignment.   

 

Writing: This week we have taken some time off from personal narrative writing to focus on a 

few mechanics. We have been learning about “subjects” (the naming part of a sentence and 

“predicates” (the telling part of a sentence). We have learned that the predicate includes the verb 

and mostly begins with the verb. Also, this week we have started to look at paragraph writing 

and recognizing the main idea and supporting details. 

 

Reading: The children are pretty excited about beginning a new reading unit, Mysteries! They 

each selected a book to read with their reading partner and will start bringing mystery books 

home starting next week.  

 

Very best, 

Alaleh Ford 

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 
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