
BPO Meeting--February 1, 2016 
Beach Library 
 
In Attendance: Cindy Wire, Sarah Puckett, Jaimie Lasky, Michael 
Corritone, Maya Ponte, Eric Meeks, Charlotte Ero, Nicole Taylor, Amy Jo 
Goldfarb, Jina Sakia, Stacy Hunt, Leila Reis, Maria Morga, Rick 
Raushenbush, Patty Gish, Dawn Riordan, Sarah Hickman, Carrie Graham 
Lee, Marisa Strong, Leslie Santos 
 
Rick Raushenbush-Report from School Board member 
Presentation at the last PUSD Board meeting about Common Core math.   
Presentation available on the district website.  Kids who had done CC 
math already in elementary and middle school were enjoying it.  Students 
who had to do CC in high school for the first time, did not enjoy 
explaining, as is required with CC classes, but are performing well on 
testing.  Kids who are taking compressed courses are doing well or may 
be dropping compression courses.  Math lab has been developed to work 
with kids needing support and CC6 has differentiation specialist. 
 
Board will be hearing from architectural firm QK about the different 
options for the facility updates for PUSD.  Since parents are the minority 
of voters, they need to be very enthusiastic for the bond to pass.  There 
has been polling before each parcel tax (because that constitutes 1/3 of 
the budget for the schools), and there may be polling in advance of the 
possible facilities upgrade.  The report has just been received, but there is 
no position from the Board on the facilities upgrades yet.  Next meeting of 
the School Board is 2/10/16.  Detailed description of the facility upgrades 
is available on the district website. The total project is approximately 
$130M, but there is only bonding capacity of about $65M, so there will 
need to be prioritization if voters want to proceed with the facilities 
upgrade plans. 
 
Jaimie Lasky, School Counselor 
40% role as the counselor in addition to 60% as third grade teacher. 
 
Second Step is a K-5 curriculum for social emotional learning.  There is 
change in different topics: listening, problem solving, empathy, etc.  It's 
hard to fit it in with all the new requirements, so it may vary by classroom 
how much SS is happening.  But, it comes up in the playground and also 
in group work with partners or more kids working together.   
 



Jaimie does individual appointments, teacher consultation and group 
work, friendship issues, etc., so JL knows all the kids in the 
school.  Lately, JL does mindfulness lessons with kindergarten and 5th 
grade.  Thinking about and discussing what 'paying attention' is since 
kids are told to do so many times per day.   
 
We are also working on a community feeling about being part of the 
Beach School community.  There is a song and we are trying to feel like 
more than just a person of a certain grade and with a particular group of 
friends.  Compliment box has been added to school.  
 
Parents would be contacted if there was more than a casual interaction 
around something that happened in school.  Usually, teachers and 
parents would be involved with any kid that would go see JL about a 
given issue.  
 
When Mr. Nettles comes in, there is assessment of qualitative change by 
teacher, or quantitative around the contacts within the classroom, such as 
time on task, etc., for the school to determine success of that interaction 
(in addition to the maturity that has come with growing up.) 
 
Out on the playground, facilitation of kids that need help getting 
integrated.  There is also a buddy bench.  Sometimes it is helpful for kids 
to have a 'recess plan' of what they may do with their time during recess. 
There may be more integration of the Wellness Center into the elementary 
schools. But, that is still primarily a secondary school issue. 
 
Principal's Report-Michael Corritone 
 
PADC Grant - PADC grant from tri-school principals directed toward 
gender identity to get Gender Spectrum, and working with Jason 
Kelly.  The Wellness Center is involved in helping schools figure out how 
to understand gender identity issues and integrate that learning into the 
schools.  That learning will then be disseminated to teacher and parent 
communities. 
 
LCAP and Site Council - SC is plan for school and LCAP is the plan for 
the district.  Randy Booker and Cheryl Wozniak have put together an 
LCAP committee to decide on district goals, to address student learning 
needs and direction of district.  We are developing LCAP goals for next 
year.  As spring comes, we are developing themes and goals from site 



council that support LCAP goals.  We are working to have LCAP plan 
available for June. Themes: integration of curriculum over years, 
differentiation, inclusiveness.  Parent club presidents involved in the 
process.  Some districts are getting a lot more funds than PUSD, but they 
are getting more money for foster youth, free and reduced lunch and 
English language learners. 
 
Program Design - District getting close to rolling out prototypes from 
design team's work.  There are people looking at structure of school 
day.  Fitting all the pieces into the day can be challenging.  The team is 
trying to update the way that our time is used in school.  There are some 
new prototypes that are being examined that may be coming to pass, 
such as the examination of the half-day kindergarten into longer day. 
 
The current school schedule is based on 30-minute increments, which 
might not be ideal, but is the old model. Schedule updates will follow 
updates on ideas about changes for 2016-17. 
 
There is a possibility that the Kindergarten extension could come as soon 
as in the next school year.  There are issues around negotiations with the 
teachers that would have to be worked out.  The extension of the K day 
would allow the K teachers to get to curriculum in K that would put the 
kids where they are supposed to be at the end of the year.  At this point, 
the kids come into 1st grade behind where they are supposed to be due 
to the short day in K.   
 
Facilities issues - Specific to Beach: climate control--temperature in the 
classroom and general security for the school with gates, fences and 
security camera, with an entry that is very open to the public.  Those are 
some of the needs identified and possibilities for facility upgrades for 
Beach that are being considered. Pete Palmer, Director of Facilities, 
Captain Bowers from Piedmont Police, as well as Megan Nakahara and 
MC to assess security needs with a school security professional. 
 
Parent Educator Program (PEP) - Some adjustments have been made to 
the PEP material that is delivered to the kids. As the transition is made in 
the curriculum by the tri-schools, there is an update.  Kids will get info on 
health awareness around drugs and alcohol and also around the body by 
teachers, rather than parents.  Info needs to be pushed out to the parents 
before the conversation.  It may come through PE curriculum.   
 



Sarah Puckett-BPO President's report 
3/15/16 630-8PM a tri-school event with Ivy Chen at Beach to introduce 
5th grade curriculum to parents 
 
4/4/16-7:30-8:30 tri-school parent led panel discussion at Ellen Driscoll 
with former PEP leaders and school and parents around how this will be 
integrated into the curriculum (short BPO meeting will be held there in 
advance). 
 
There could be a third panel on technology around information 
technology.  There could also be discussion of chrome books and how to 
put restrictions on what kids can do and keep track of what's going on 
with those.  Parents may want best practices and guidelines and to know 
what parents are supposed to be on top of and what is the school and 
student responsibility. 
 
Robin Ludmer is requesting funds from the BPO for upgrades to the 
ipads--want 6 new ipads-- and to obtain new check-out stations in the 
Beach Library.  It would cost $5287 for the ipads at the apple store for 
education and the new work stations. Parents were supportive of 
spending BPO money to update library computers. Before the BPO 
members vote to approve the funds, more information was needed on the 
District contributing to funding, when the other tri-schools have updated 
their library technology, and checking in with Stephanie Griffin about how 
the library technology fits in with the overall technology for Beach.  
 
BPO Committee Updates 
 
Charlotte Ero - Community Service is doing a readathon to raise money 
for the Oakland Public Libraries.  Readathon will come from this Friday 
through the 12th and seek sponsors and they will turn it in after 
break.  There will be a presentation event at February 27th at the 
Rockridge Library of the funds.  
 
Carrie Graham Lee, Class Creations from Spring Fling: 13 of 15 
classrooms have creations at Beach and there will be an evening event in 
the Beach auditorium, Wednesday 2/24 1:45-6 to preview the 
creations.  We need volunteers at the event. 
 
Parent Parties: party ideas are wanted and parents should contact 
Michelle Heafey with questions about these.   



 
Camp auctions are live and there are 33 camps on the website available 
now. 
 
Parent sponsorship letters have gone out and we want people to consider 
sponsoring Spring Fling.  Grandparent sponsors will be feted day after SF. 
 
Eric Meeks-Beach Dad’s Club Chief  
Battle of the Bands this Friday--buy tickets, $22 on eventbrite, $25 at the 
door.  There is an opening act of PMS kids, with lead singer Rachel 
Barton from a middle school band.  The New Parish has raised the bar 
minimum.   
 
Jina Sakia-PADC 
There was an MLK event sponsored by PADC, where there were great 
arts groups performing at the event.  Right before OSA chamber choir 
was about to take the stage, their leader was verbally assaulted.  PADC is 
trying to change the perspective that Piedmont is not an inclusive 
community.  
 
PADC has done a lot of work with the Piedmont Police Department 
around profiling.  Police Dept. receives lots of calls from residents asking 
for investigation of suspicious persons. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to Approve Minutes Unanimously Passed.  Dawn Riordan moved 
for approval of minutes and Marisa Strong seconded. 
	  


