
BPO Meeting Minutes 
October 5, 2015 
Beach Library 

Attendees: Sarah Puckett, Sarah Meyjes, Charlotte Ero, Cindy Wire, Nicole Taylor, Meredith 
Mills, Leila Reis, Jina Saikia, Richard Raushenbush, Holly Bybee, Amy Jo Goldfarb, Michael 
Corritone, Lyman Shaffer, Bud McLaren, Kristen Harknett, Maria Morga, Stacey Hunt, Joan 
Edelstein, Christine Wente Von Metzsch 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 by Sarah Puckett 

School Board Update: Rick Raushenbush 

Rick terms out of school board next year so there will be an opening on the school board. 
Election is in Nov 2016. He encourages a parent of young children to consider running for the 
school board. 

CAASPP test results for Piedmont are in. Piedmont did among the best in the state. 85% 
exceeded standard in language arts and 82% in math. They are pleased with the results. 

Email came out with survey for instructional calendar. They are strongly considering moving 1st 
semester high school exams prior to December break. Please consider filling out the survey if 
you haven't already (survey closed 10/6). 

Facility master planning workshops are being held at each of the individual schools. Process is to 
identify needs and priorities for each school. He encourages participation at Beach and the 
middle school, high school. They will also be soliciting feedback from all residents of Piedmont 
as any facility work will have to be funded by a bond.  

We will be receiving State funding close to 2008 funding, but we have increased expenses with 
teacher pension funds. As a result, budget will remain very tight in coming years. 

Emergency Preparedness:  

Piedmont Fire Chief Bud McLaren and Piedmont Safety Committee Chair Lyman Shaffer 

Emphasized the importance of having a disaster kit in home, car and at business site. Should also 
have a master plan on family communication with someone out of state. Earthquake in 1989 
caused close to $6 billion in damages, 63 deaths and 3,750 injuries. Piedmont ambulance was 
used for 4 days and ladder truck was used in Oakland after assessment of Piedmont structures.  

In 1991 there was a large fire in the Oakland hills that affected 3,280 residential structures 
costing $1.5 billion. It disrupted communication abilities, water supplies.  

There was one engine that was sent to help with the Valley fire this last month.  



There is now a sign on Moraga Rd. which shows the fire risk for the day.  

Part of Piedmont is less than 1/4 mile from the Hayward fault. There are a few small sites that 
have the potential for landslide. Preparation is necessary. 

Emergency kit should include medications, eye glasses, provisions for pets, food, water (rotated 
on an annual basis), camping provisions, bathroom provisions, provisions for elderly neighbors. 
Water drums are optimal (Chief McLaren keeps several 55-gallon water drums in his garage). 
Preservatives can be bought for the drums. If you use small disposable bottles, they need to be 
rotated annually. Kit should be reevaluated on an annual basis. 

7 or 8 fire fighters on duty each day in Piedmont. Most live 1-2 hours away. Aid can be brought 
in from Northern California, Central or Southern California as needed.  

Public Safety Committee provides basic disaster training in conjunction with the fire department 
done in the neighborhood. Police department does a neighborhood watch training. Neighborhood 
Emergency Response training is also offered to outline how neighborhoods can collectively work 
together in disasters. Can be arranged through the Police Chief's Assistant. First aid training also 
available through the fire department. Sign up is through the Piedmont Recreation Department.  

The city website has a comprehensive guide called Get Ready Piedmont on what to include in 
your disaster kit. You can download this guide at http://www.ci.piedmont.ca.us/get-ready-
piedmont-disaster-preparedness-brochure/.  

Can sign up for Code Red through the city website that sends emails or texts to alert residents of 
road closures, fires or other events.  

Michael Corritone 

Next week on Oct 15 is Great Shakeout Drill. School will be evacuated. There will be simulated 
injuries and parent picks and communication with the district offices. Fire Chief McLaren will be 
present at Beach. You can register on the Great Shakeout Drill website if you would like to 
participate at home. Sarah Puckett passed around a sign up sheet for parents to participate in the 
Great Shakeout Drill.  

There is a disaster plan and teams at Beach that are assigned to different duties in the event of a 
disaster. Supplies are on site and are currently being updated.  

Amy Jo Goldfarb and Holly Bybee – BPO Emergency Preparedness Volunteers 

Shared some Emergency Preparedness Resources. They also are happy to serve as resources for 
anyone with questions. 

Website resources: www.ready.gov, emergency.cdc.gov, fema.gov/earthquake-safety-home 



Earthquake supply stores: Grand Lake Ace Hardware, www.beprepared.com, 
www.earthquakesupplycenter.com and www.yoursafetyplace.com (like them on Facebook for 
10% off) 

Principal's Report: Michael Corritone 

SBAC/CAASPP testing results are in. Last year's 3rd, 4th and 5th graders were tested. Overall, 
Beach did well. Teachers are looking at the data to evaluate what needs to be done individually 
and as a class group. 

Instructional program design work is on-going. Last committee meeting is this Thursday, Oct 8. 
They are close to coming up with guiding principles. They have done research, interviews, and 
prototyped different ideas. Currently the school day is built around a 30 minute schedule. The 
committee is finding that there needs to be more uninterrupted blocks of time. They would like 
to have some recommendations that are school specific in January which would be implemented 
starting in August. There is a parent engagement meeting this Thursday, Oct 8 from 7-8:30pm in 
the Havens library.  

OLSAT results for last year's 3rd graders were sent home today. OLSAT is used in Gifted and 
Talented Education (GATE) identification. There will be a note with these results for next steps 
at the parent-teacher conference and creating a learning plan for those students who have been 
identified as GATE eligible. 

Shoo the Flu: Joan Edelstein 

Flu immunization available on Oct 23 at Beach, Oct 16 at Havens and Oct 27 at Wildwood. 
Consent form is required. 4 master nursing students, 1-2 health department officials and either 
Joan or the other district nurse will be on site. Two parent volunteers will be needed to bring 
students to and from the clinic. Flu Mist will be the first option. If there is something on the 
consent checklist that indicates Flu Mist shouldn't be given, the student will be given an 
injection.  

PEF Update: Christine Wente Von Metzsch 

Piedmont Education Foundation (PEF) started in 1975. New website is up 
piedmontedfoundation.org. Last spring PEF merged with Associated Parent Club of Piedmont 
(APCP). PEF fundraises and advocates for the schools. PEF just wrote a check for $2,687,354 to 
the district.  

There is a grants committee on PEF. Grants will be designated as Tier 1, which are core 
programs (e.g. teachers, libraries, professional development, wellness center), and Tier 2 (short 
term programs such as technology initiatives, math coaches). The grant committee will be 
designed so that the each of the schools are well represented and ideas at the school level can be 
communicated to the committee. 



There are changes in the way the fundraising money is dealt with. It no longer is funneled 
through the parent club but is collected by PEF and given to the district directly under the above 
tier structure. These are coded on the district budget. This year PEF will work with the district to 
determine how much money will be needed to fundraise next year.  

There is an interim board this year for PEF. The structure for going forward is being designed 
this year.  

PEF board on Sept 11, 2015 unanimously approved the addition of an executive director (ED). 
Right now there are equivalent of 1.5 FTE staff employed at the fundraising office. PEF will 
continue to rely on parent volunteers. The idea is to raise the amount of monies raised and 
continue to have <10% operating expenses.  PEF looked at other high performing school districts 
in the state. They all have an ED and have a similar expense rate. A task force has been created 
to promote this position (http://sfbay.craigslist.org/eby/npo/5231080449.html). Deadline for 
applications is Oct 16. 10+ years of non-profit experience is ideal. The goal is to have someone 
in place by the first quarter. The current staff will report to the new ED. 

Giving Campaign: Sarah Meyjes 

Kickoff for the Giving Campaign was two weeks ago on the blacktop. $350,000 raised thus far. 
They have a $2 million goal. If you donate in October, then you will get a lawn sign. They would 
like 100% participation.  Beach was at 55.8% last year. $1,500 per child is the recommended ask 
this year. If you donate $1,500 or above, $500 will automatically be donated to the Endowment. 
If you cannot contribute that amount, contribute at whatever level you are comfortable with. 
Donations are accepted online at piedmontedfoundation.org. You can also write a check and use 
the mailer.  Some companies will also match contributions. Fundraising office can facilitate this.  

BPO President's Report: Sarah Puckett 

Representatives from all parent clubs and support groups (i.e. CHIME, PADC, PAINTS, etc.) 
have bi-monthly meetings with Randy Booker, district supervisor, to give updates and exchange 
information gathered from parents at the school site and at BPO and other parent club meetings.  

Facility meetings are coming up and are a good opportunity to shape program.  Full day 
kindergarten, language programs, technology will be discussed in conjunction with these 
assessments. Beach is Nov 30, PHS Oct 26, PMS Nov 2, all 3:30-5pm. Elementary parents are 
encouraged to attend PMS and PHS facility meetings because changes take a long time and our 
kids are most likely to enjoy changes decided upon now.  

Transitional kindergarten is for Sep 1-Dec 1 birthdates. There are two classes this year (one at 
Havens, one at Wildwood). The state extended this program so TK will continue in Piedmont. 

The 5th grade field trip will be at Walker Creek Ranch in Petaluma from April 1-3. This will be a 
voluntary trischool event over the weekend. More information will be distributed to 5th grade 
parents in the next couple weeks. Please contact Kirsten Merit, Stacie Jessee or Erin Callaghan 



(Day), BPO 5th grade special event volunteers, if you have any questions or want more 
information.  

PEF directory has been distributed. BPO positions are listed in the grey pages in the back.  

Principals and hot lunch coordinators are considering changing hot lunch vendor due to 
decreasing quality and lack of flexibility with Choicelunch. They are leaning towards switching 
to Food for Thought in January.  

Full Belly Farm fundraiser has been discontinued as a fundraiser for Beach. Farmigo is a 
potential vendor that would give 10% of sales back to the school. It has the advantage of being 
able to choose what is in your produce box. Sarah is looking for an organizer to coordinate the 
program. Organizers get a 30% discount on their orders.  

Charlotte Ero makes a motion to approve August 31, 2015 minutes. Kristen Harknett seconds. 
Motion passes. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05. 

	  


