
BPO Meeting Minutes 
6/1/15 

Sarah’s House: 17 Monticello Ave., Piedmont 
 
Attendees: Nicole Taylor, Amy Goldfarb, Marisa Strong, Michael 
Corritone, Donna Meier, Jina Sakia, Dawn Riordan, Julia Zheng, 
Heather Chan, Maria Morga, Maia Ponte, Linda Wendell, Bryan 
Cantrill, Sarah Puckett, Hilary Cooper, Shanti Brian, Julie Caskey 
(took minutes). 
 
Hilary Cooper and Shanti Brien, Co-chairs of the Giving 
Campaign for 2015-16 
Looking for help with Giving Campaign. Looking for processors, for 
non-online donations. Or, a solicitor, to call 5-10 families to introduce 
the giving campaign and meet new families. We will be having a big 
launch date, Friday, September 18. That night we will have a kickoff 
party at Shanti's house. 
 
In 2014-15, giving campaign came out at 65% overall participation, but 
new chairs are hoping to get participation numbers back up. In recent 
years, $1.6 million dollars has been raised during the Giving Campaign. 
The Giving Campaign also raises money for the Piedmont Education 
Foundation (PEF) endowment fund, which is currently at $6M. $275k 
in interest generated from the $6M corpus was given out last year to 
support the PUSD.  
 
There is a question if the Giving Campaign is going to continue with 
lawn signs next year (2015-16). 
 
Principal's Report-Michael Corritone 
Appreciation for volunteers and Nicole, as BPO President. 
 
For next year, site council, plan for student achievement. 
 
Fifteen classes next year--enrollment: 330. 
 
Home base classes at Beach in Special Ed, 22 kids. Now, we have 2 



classes in K-2. Renata Flanelly is going to Wildwood to teach 2nd 
grade. We are adding a tri-school math coach coming in next year. 
Sarah Kingston will be a math coach and we will be looking to hire a 
new math specialist for Beach and Wildwood. 
 
Ann Violate, music teacher, departing and we will be hiring a new 
music teacher. 
 
Our third grade is full this coming year, so there is a diversion to 
Wildwood if there's a new student in the incoming 3rd grade class. 
 
Paraeducator and substitutes are hard to come by, because there is a 
shortfall of subs available. Challenge to find skilled and qualified subs.  
 
Teacher's college reading and writing program--teachers went to NYC 
last year for training; this year the training will be at Beach. 
 
District's modernization program--approved for shade structure at 
Beach. Michael Brady working with us at district to build shade 
structure over summer break.  
 
BPO President’s Update - Nicole Taylor 
Camp Arroyo, same trip for 5th graders--2 different weekends available 
with all 3 schools. Can pick either weekend. Fifth grade special event 
reps will plan it for next year.  
 
Mrs. Ludmer wrote a note of thanks for the financial and volunteer 
support library receives. 
 
SCRIP has changed where you will no longer receive scrip form to give 
scrip to support staff. Part of the classroom funds given will be used to 
give gifts to support staff. Schoolmates will be separate. 
 
Marisa will send out a survey about BPO website. There will be a link 
in the beach bulletin. 
 
APCP /PEF merger--PEF is now the merged entity. Very inclusive 



Board. 
 
Nicole gives highlights of year. 
 
Dawn moved to endorse minutes: Linda seconded motion. Passed 
unanimously. 
 
Budget 
Discussion of last year and this year's budgets. 
 
Over the next few years, the idea is that the BPO will spend down our 
reserves, since we have a good amount of money. Because of the tri-
school model, there is a need to spend amount of $ that is comparable.  
Math differentiation was divided evenly $25K per school, not per 
capita. 
 
BPO presidents meet monthly and with school principals, to discuss 
issues that are of joint concern. 
 
Bryan Cantrill moves to accept the budget, Jina Sakia seconds, passes 
unanimously. 
 
Sarah Puckett, Incoming BPO President 
Charlotte Ero is going to be VP and is currently the President of 
Piedmont Neighbors and Newcomers Club. 
 
Spring Fling--model has changed. Now there is a spring fling 
committee divided by function, no longer a sole 'Beach Rep'.  
 
Dawn Taketa Riordan moves to approve the BPO slate and Donna 
Meier seconds. Unanimously passes. 
	  


