
Ms. Ford....Class Newsletter....February 7th 
 

Math: We have started a new math unit on multiplication and division. We will be learning new 

terms, working on multi-step word problems, and learning about area in connection with 

multiplication. We are learning more about the two interpretations of division. Division can be 

looked at as the number of groups or the number of items in groups. The children are working on 

writing word problems for each kind of interpretation. Soon we will start looking at division with 

remainders. 

 

The children completed two math tests which are being corrected and will be shared with you 

during conferences. 

 

The children can work up to page 85 (the same as last week) in their new Math Connections.  

 

Writing: We have just started our new writing unit as well, namely Poetry. Poetry really brings 

out the best in our third grade writers. It is a time to be free from punctuation and complete 

sentences and let the creative juices flow. 

 

Science: Last week’s “Fabulous Friday” focused on the theme of Energy and Matter. At our 

centers the children experimented with sound energy (mechanical energy) using rubber bands 

around a ruler, comb kazoos, and tongue depressors. At another center, the children made a 

thermometer using a glass bottle. They learned about the effects of heat on the three forms of 

matter in this center. Paying the bills at another center made them more aware of the usage of 

electromagnetic energy. At our last center the children made an energy bar to increase their 

chemical energy. After having the bars we promptly sent the kids home so you could feel the 

energy, too!  : )   

 

Many thanks to our volunteers who helped us at our centers! 

 

Reading: We have been making inferences about characters and backing our inferences with 

evidence from the text. We are looking for patterns of behavior in our characters in order to 

create theories about them. 

 

A conference sign up will be coming your way via email on Wednesday, February 8th.  
 

I also look forward to seeing you on Thursday, February 16th, for Open House. Hopefully, you 

will get a chance to get a feel for “A Day in the Life of a Third Grader”. Our goal is to show you 

what we do day to day. Some projects might be in work-in-progress, which will give you a good 

picture of the process. Ask your child about how we got to where we are! 

  

Very best, 

Alaleh Ford 

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 

 

Ps. We were asked to include the following notices in our newsletters. Please take a peek. There 

are a lot of wonderful things happening in our school. We didn’t want anyone to miss them: 
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Second Grade is organizing a drive for the Berkeley animal shelter!  The shelter depends on the 

generosity of the people like us to help take care of the animals.   

 

Here are the things that we are collecting for the Berkeley Animal Shelter:   

 

canned dog or puppy food, canned cat or kitten food, large Nyla bones, medium or large Kongs, 

bully sticks, pee pads, 6 foot nylon leashes, martingale collars, cat toys, towels and blankets. 

 

If you choose to donate one of these items, please bring it to the 2nd grade classes in Room 13 or 

Room 15 by February 10.   

 

We are also collecting change donations to support the shelter’s medical fund! There will be a 

yellow can for these donations in your classroom. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Third Grade Library News 

 

Currently, the library is introducing the STEAM  (science , technology, engineering, art and 

mathematics) EXPO through literature and exploration of print and ebooks. Inspiring young 

students to delve into something that interests them is key to this process. 

 

We will soon begin reading the three nominees for the California Young Reader Medal award, 

“Picture Books for Older Readers” category.  This is a prestigious award voted on by children all 

over California.  Reading these books gives us an opportunity to talk about democratic elections, 

how to evaluate the nominees, secret ballots, one person one vote etc. Students are also 

encouraged to read the five primary nominees to be able to vote in that category as well. The 

election takes place in the end of March. 

 

Please check your child’s folder for library overdue notices; hopefully you are also receiving 

email notifications of your child’s checkouts. Thank you for helping your child return their 

books. We have lots of books on CD for families to borrow, great for lengthy car or plane 

rides.  Stop by the library on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday. 

 

Classroom library volunteers are still needed; please contact our library volunteer coordinator 

Amy Maidenberg at BeachLibraryVolunteers@gmail.com to volunteer. 

 

Join us for our Adopt-A-Book Fair in the McHugh Library on February 16th beginning at 6:30 

p.m. (before and during Open House). Support our library and its programs by donating the price 

of a book. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Robin Ludmer 

Teacher Librarian 
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See our library catalog at http://library.piedmont.k12.ca.us  You'll find Tumblebooks, BrainPop, 

electronic books and resources for the STEAM EXPO on our website. 

 

 

The Tri-School STEAM Expo returns! 

March 29 from 6:00-8:00 pm 

Piedmont Middle School MPR   

 

The website just launched and you can check it out here: http://bit.ly/steamexpo 

 

Questions? Ideas? Want to help? Please contact Tracy Broback, the tri-school science specialist, 

with questions or to volunteer to help with the Expo: tbroback@piedmont.k12.ca.us.   

 

Need some help getting started? Consider attending the Makerspace with Mrs. Broback on 

Sunday, February 12 from 1:00-3:00.  You can begin working on an exciting and collaborative 

engineering project and Mrs. Broback will be available to help generate a new crop of expo 

projects in all of the STEAM disciplines--science, technology, engineering, arts, and math. 
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