
Ms. Ford....Class Newsletter....January 31st 
 

Math:  After reading about Jim and the Beanstalk, a boy who was really into measuring, the 

children created their own beanstalk and measured the length of each leaf to the closest quarter 

of an inch. They estimated and then measured the height of their stalks. We used our knowledge 

of fractions to measure one third and then ⅚ of the way up the stalks.  

 

The children have been learning to create a single equation for a multiple step word problem 

using a letter as the unknown. Examples of such algebraic equations are as follows:  

 

(6 x 8) + (5 x 3) = f  

 

129 - (45 + 21) = s 

 

For the past week the children have been working on word problems. They have been learning to 

draw a model for each problem. Examples of models would be timelines, number lines, arrays, 

tables, simple pictures and tape diagrams. Most of the problems we are working on are multistep, 

so it is critical to stay organized and explain your thinking through the use of models and 

equations.  

 

The children can work up to page 85 in their new Math Connections.  

 

Science: This week we are learning about the transfer of energy from one form to another. The 

children have learned about kinetic (energy on the move) and potential (stored) energy. The 

children have been using electric motors and speakers to learn about the transfer of energy from 

chemical energy to electromagnetic energy to mechanical energy.  

 

Reading: We started our “Character Study” unit by making inferences about traits while we were 

reading a new book, Because of Winn-Dixie.  

 

Writing: The children are putting final touches on their information book illustrations and we 

will be starting “Poetry” this week! 

 

Open House is on Thursday, February 16th! 

  

Very best, 

Alaleh Ford 

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 
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