
Ms. Ford....Class Newsletter....September 28th 

 

Math: This week in math we started our first lessons on the concepts of multiplication. The kids 

have taken a pretest to show what areas we need to focus on more during this new unit. The 

children have been working in Work Places (math centers) with their math partners and learning 

ways to explain their thinking.  

 

I have included the steps we are using to attack a tricky word problem again in this newsletter. 

Feel free to print and paste on the inside cover of your child’s Home Connection Workbook. It is 

a good reference for them! 

 

1. Read once- to get a feel for the problem.  You may ask yourself, “Is this a 

problem about baking, money, traveling, sharing, or etc?” 

  

2. Reread- to show what you know.  Read the problem section by section and start 

taking simple notes on what you understand. In other words, you are either writing 

down all your knowns and unknowns or drawing simple pictures/ diagrams to 

understand the problem better.  

 

3. Re-read a second time- to really imagine, almost act out in your head or with 

math manipulatives (counters, cubes, etc.) what is happening in this problem. You 

want to understand the problem before you jump in to solve it.  
 

The children can work up to page 20 in their Math Connections book.  

 

Please remind your child that 5 minutes a day (or a total of 20 minutes a week) of math fact 

practice is a required part of homework for third grade. This is the case whether or not they are 

getting through our blue strategy/fact sheet.   

 

When completing the required five minute a day fact practice, it is best to do a strategy at a time. 

For example, all doubles (5+5, 7+7), then making tens (5+__ = 10), then adding numbers to 

7,  then adding numbers to 8, etc. 

 

Ways to practice: 

1. Make a set of flashcards, using index cards 

2. Buy premade flashcards 

3. Play games that are sent home (If your child is FLUENT with their addition and 

subtraction facts, games are a good option for fact knowledge in action and number 

manipulation practice. Also, you are welcome and encouraged to use multiplication and 

division if your child is FLUENT in addition and subtraction facts.) 

4. Use blank copies of blue strategy/fact sheets (Let me know and I will send some home 

some blank copies.) 

5. Oral practice (in the car, on a walk, etc.) 

 

Social Studies: The children have taken a geography test and will be celebrating successes and 

reviewing mistakes.  I will be sharing this test with you during our first conferences.  



 

Our first Fabulous Friday is this Friday and our theme is Geography. We will have various 

centers to put what we have learned into practice. We will be looking at atlases, painting maps, 

and baking Earth cookies!  

 

Reading:  It is exciting to see the progress made in reading already. Students are getting a good 

grip on how to create what we call a “four-star” stop and jot. These notes have depth to them, 

they include not just what is obvious but require inferring, and they explain how and why the 

reader has these inferences. The reader has to back up his/her thinking with examples/ 

information/ evidence from the text. This week the children are writing “four-star” questions. 

The explanation of these types of questions are lined out in their Homework Notebook. We are 

also learning how to write summaries. 

 

Writing: The children helped me edit and revise a piece I wrote and through this exercise learned 

how to help their writing partners revise their pieces. They learned how it is important to start 

this process with a complement to the writer. They also learned about giving suggestions and 

asking questions. Now, the children are already working on a second personal narrative piece 

and they will soon pick a piece to publish! 

           

Very best,                   

Alaleh Ford 

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 
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