
Ms. Ford....Class Newsletter....September 21st 

 

Math: This week we are finishing unit one, which was mostly a review of what the children 

learned in second grade.  We reviewed ways to subtract two digit numbers. You may see your 

child using number lines to “count back” or “add on”. They may be using “place value splitting,” 

where they take apart the tens and ones in numbers in order to do mental computations. Also, we 

are using “friendly numbers” to make our math strategies more “efficient”.  

 

Ms. Melick, our math resource teacher, visited our classroom and brought us the gift of a few 

“mind massaging” problems. The children started working on these problems independently and 

will soon be working collaboratively on them as well.  

 

We have done a few sets of two or three step word problems and now know the importance of 

reading a math problem more than once. Please encourage your child to do the following if they 

read a math problem: 

 

1. Read once- to get a feel for the problem.  

You may ask yourself, “Is this a problem about baking, money, traveling, sharing, or etc?” 
 

    2. Reread- to show what you know. 

Read the problem section by section and start taking simple notes on what you understand. 

In other words, you are either writing down all your knowns and unknowns or drawing 

simple pictures/ diagrams to understand the problem better. 

 

     3. Reread a second time- to really imagine, almost act out in your head or with math 

manipulatives (counters, cubes, etc.) what is happening in this problem. You want to 

understand the problem before you jump in to solve it.  
 

This week we also looked at why it is important to stay organized in math. Using charts or 

numbering our steps are some ways to help with organization. Our next unit in math focuses on 

multiplication! 

 

The children can work up to page 15 in their Math Connections book.  

 

Social Studies: The children have learned about map coordinates and using a map scale. They 

created very unique compass roses that are displayed in the hallway. We will be taking a 

geography test in the coming week. Next week is our first Fabulous Friday. Our theme will be 

geography. 

 

Writing:  We have been learning about strong endings in personal narratives. We learned about 

the power of adverbs as well. The children have been “busily” revising. They are using a 

checklist to make sure they have many of the elements of a well written personal narrative in 

their pieces. 

 

Our writers learned about the power of “Show Not Tell”. Good writers allow the reader to infer 

what the characters are feeling by contextual clues about the character’s body language and the 



things they say and do. Our third grade writers will be looking back at their narrative pieces to 

“Show Not Tell” when a character was sad, mad, happy, anxious, etc. 

 

Reading: During reading time, we have been learning to make strong predictions. The children 

are practicing this skill for homework this week. Tips on how to write a strong prediction are in 

your child’s Homework Notebook. We have finished reading Stone Fox and started to read 

Frindle. The children are excited to know what happens in this read aloud. However, please 

encourage your child to hold off on checking this book out from the library since each day’s read 

aloud is followed by a lesson that would not be the same if you know what is going to happen in 

the end : ) 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

 

Alaleh Ford         

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 
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