
Ms. Ford ....Class Newsletter....September 13th 

 

Math: We have been learning more about third grade word problems and the importance of 

reading these problems more than once. We know to include a “show what I know” section, an 

equation, and the units. We are learning more about how to stay organized in our responses, 

recognizing that most third grade problems are multistep. 

 

Our math strategy sheet this week focuses on the “9 plus” strategy. If you notice that your child 

is not completing the strategy sheet, that is an indication that they need more work on that 

particular strategy at home. That is what they can focus on for their required 5 minutes-a- day 

math fact practice. You can encourage your child to use the additional strategy sheet attached to 

their blue strategy sheet. You are welcome to use flashcards or games to practice as well. A set 

of games came home last week. Please keep these games in a folder since more will come your 

way.  

 

Your child may work on pages 1-10 of the Home Connections book. Your child can pull the 

pages out and return them on any day of the week. If your child has a hard time with a page, 

please write a note on the page and we will make the time to do a one-on-one review.  

 

Social Studies: We are learning about the four regions of California during social studies. Here is 

a little catchy tune to learn more about the four regions of California! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPXDy-9iIAI  Also, the children have been learning about 

the continents, oceans, and hemispheres of the earth. 

 

Reading: Third graders are getting more consistent in logging in, reading for 20 minutes, and 

logging out in class and at home! They are getting more comfortable with STOPPING and 

thinking about their reading. Also, they are getting use to writing and sharing their thoughts. This 

week we focused on solidifying these good reading habits as well as setting up successful 

reading partnerships. The children interviewed their partners about reading. The class came up 

with ways to use partner sharing time efficiently and successfully.  

 

Writing: The children have been revising their writing and pushing themselves to use “precise” 

and “vivid” verbs. These verbs help the reader envision what is happening in the story. They 

convey the mood better. Ask your child how they can replace the word “said” or “walked” with a 

more precise verb.   

 

If your child has allergies, please send a few extra treats to school that I can hide away just in 

case we are having a celebration. I promise not to eat them myself :) Obviously, there will not be 

any foods with any kind of nuts in the classroom. The children are almost done earning a 

popsicle party, which I thought is safe for all. However, there is no harm in having back up treats 

for the year. Thank you for your support.  

 

Very best,                      

Alaleh Ford          

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 
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