
Ms. Ford ....Class Newsletter ....September 8th 

 

This week in math we are practicing ways to add two digit numbers. You may see your child 

using number lines to “add on”. They may be using “place value splitting,” where we take apart 

the tens and ones in numbers in order to do mental computations. Our math strategy sheet this 

week focuses on making tens. Since 10 is a very “friendly number,” a number that is easy to add 

or subtract from other numbers, we need to be comfortable manipulating 10 very automatically 

and fluently. The children have learned two more Math Workplace activities. Each week they 

look forward to trying out these centers and putting their math skills into fun action.  

 

You may find math strategy sheets in your child’s Wednesday folder.  (They are blue and have 

the days of the week on them). The sheets are one way in which we practice math facts after 

discussing strategy and patterns.  Occasionally, we will place an additional blank sheet in your 

child’s Wednesday folder. That is another way to have your child complete their required 5 

minutes a day (or 20 minutes per week) math fact practice time. I have included four games that 

provide you with another way to practice. “Number Top-It” is a game where you will get the 

most practice out of your time. “Name That Number” requires strategy and number manipulation 

skills and is easily transformed to a more challenging game if that is what your child is ready for. 

“Skunk” is exciting and still provides a lot of number manipulation. “Oh No 99!” involves a lot 

of mental math. Please hold on to these games and help your child create a folder for games 

that are coming home every few weeks. I have taught the children “Name That Number” and 

“Number Top-It,” but we have not had a chance to play. 

 

Also, we have set up folders where the children have “Explore” problems to work on. These are 

more of the “Mind Massaging” types of activities that help our brains grow in new ways. We are 

looking at problems involving “Mystery Numbers,” daily allowance, and digit patterns in a 

number chart. Ms. Malik will be visiting this week to set us up with another project type 

problem.  

 

Your child can start using the Math Home Connections book. Please only have your child work 

on pages 1-5. Remember, these are optional. Your child can pull the pages out and return them 

on any day. If your child has a hard time with a page, please write a note on the page and we will 

try to make the time to do a one-on-one review. Please remind them to write their name on the 

sheets, otherwise I cannot tell who did what  : ( 

 

The personal narratives are starting to take shape. The children are learning about “grabbers” 

(beginnings that grab the reader’s attention), and adding detail and using dialogue in the most 

important part of their story. They have practiced writing a good setting and short dialogues.  

 

For reading, our readers are practicing stopping to jot down their thoughts. We will be practicing 

this in class and at home. I can see that great routines are forming as far as logging in and out and 

bringing the book bags back and forth. Thank you for your support in is area! This will be very 

important as we start book groups.  

 



Now that we have our full day back at school, we are learning more geography. Our focus this 

week is California and its four regions.  

 

It was great to see so many of you last week.  Thank you for signing up for so many activities. 

Conference sign-ups will be online as we get closer to our fall conference. Reminders for what 

you have signed up for as far as field trips and Fabulous Fridays will come your way through 

Sign-up Genius.  

 

I promise that newsletters will get shorter. At this point there is so much to say and do to get us 

off to a good start  : ) 

 

 

Very best, 

Alaleh Ford 

aford@piedmont.k12.ca.us 
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