
BPO Meeting March 2, 2015 
 
Nicole Taylor, Sarah Puckett, Michael Corritone, Amy Jo Goldfarb, Dawn Taketa Riordan, 
Carrie Graham, Julie Caskey, Hope Salzer, Bryan Cantrill, Kurt Fleischer, Rick Rauschenbush, 
John Gibbs 
 
Principal's Report 
Tech Update 
Principal took a professional development trip with Stephanie Griffin to South Carolina, 
Richland School District in Columbia, who use 1:1 chromebooks in grades 3-12--district has had 
1:1 for 5 years of in school use.  They are considering a pilot in 4th grade for kids to take chrome 
books home, because some kids don't have access at home.   
 
In elementaries in our district, teachers and students are using technology in the classroom--
google apps being used in 4th and 5th grade classrooms. 
 
Other products dashboard products that were observed that are useful include: Apara (sp?)--
teacher dashboard--real time interactions between teachers.  Principal Corritone has heard 
feedback that some families are concerned about limiting screen time at home and don't want 
homework that must be done online, which is OK. SG was looking at assessment of kids' use of 
devices. 
 
Presentations on technology by Stephanie Griffin/Randall Booker to school board in March and 
parent clubs in April. 
 
Examining how to use devices in the classroom not as a substitute, but to use them to do things 
that were not possible before.  South Carolina was using it in groups, 'blended learning', allowing 
for better differentiation in the classroom. 
 
Engage New York 
Math differentiation occurring with some online materials to supplement. 
 
SC has a robust professional development model--has one tech coach who is a teacher for each 
of 19 elementary schools.  They are full-time and available to the teachers to help with tech 
development in the classroom.  There was peer coaching going on, as well. 
 
Currently in Piedmont there is only .1 for coaching at each elementary school and here at Beach 
that role is held by Robin Ludmer.  Teacher librarians are taking on that role at elementaries. 
 
Coaching model in general is very valuable to help support teachers.  We are finding that like 
with math specialist at elementaries, coaching works and the feedback and teacher/coach 



improves things in the classroom.  In math, Sarah Kingston was doing professional development 
with teachers around problem of the month. 
 
Google suite allows for sharing of assessment tools between teachers. 
 
Important to give teachers access to the technology that the kids are getting.  There may be 
chromebooks available to teachers in central location.  The fund a need for spring fling 'raise a 
paddle' this year will be the 21st century classroom.   
 
The higher level of engagement in classroom by kids has been observed by teachers where 
chrome books are being used.  
 
newsela.com has reading texts tailored to different levels of student ability/comprehension 
 
Parent education would be interesting, to show parents what kids are doing in the chrome books 
in school classrooms. 
 
Math 
This week and next Beach will be doing math assessment with kids.  SVMI provides access to 
some assessment of kids of basic skills, but also reasoning.  This is a first run using this tool 
from SVMI.  It's an open question whether it will be a useful tool for us.  SVMI assessments are 
like the SBAC and will be happening over the next few weeks.   
 
SBAC results will be provided to parents.  SVMI testing will be more to look at the macro, 
though there will be individual performance results. 
 
David Foster of SVMI was involved with the development of Common Core math standards. 
 
Math Adoption Committee has been working on the curriculum.  Three teachers from Beach of 
twelve total on the committee: Flannelly, Broback and Wighton. 
Those 3 teachers will be piloting 'Bridges' curriculum here in their classrooms at Beach.  There 
are 2 possible timelines.  If the committee comes to a consensus on a curriculum, then it will go 
to the School Board in May. 
 
Engaged NY, Everyday Math and Bridges will be considered for the K-5 math program after the 
piloting occurs.  
 
Nicole Taylor, President's Report 
 
April meeting will occur April 20 and will cover May meeting, too.  Randy Booker will come 



with a tech update. 
 
Sarah Puckett --next year's president--is putting together the slate.  March 29th planning meeting 
for ASE coming up. 
 
APCP/PEF meeting/community workshop last week 
There is a task force of six people who are taking the community input from the meeting and 
trying to set up the details for the new organization. 
In May, the APCP and PEF boards will take action to dissolve themselves and form new 
organization. 
 
Reorganization means funds raised by the elementary schools won't necessarily come through 
the individual parent organizations. BPO memberships, dad's club, Beach Revue, etc. will remain 
part of Beach Parent Organization budget. 
 
Aradhana Jajodia, Spring Fling 
Tickets go on sale March 16th for Spring Fling on April 24th.  Some sense that Beach is 
underrepresented at Spring Fling.  There is a lot of small stuff to bid on, as well as big ticket 
items from live auction. 
 
Carrie Graham, Class Creations 
Twelve classes are going to do projects.  There's an event on Tuesday March 24th at the 
Community Center that will have lemonade and treats in the afternoon: 3-6PM, as well as wine 
in the evening ( 6-730PM) for observation of the class creations. 
 
Survey has gone live regarding Piedmont Recreation Department's programs and how it could be 
improved. 
 
Town hall meetings for Community feedback re: PRD  
Saturday March 21st at 9AM and Wednesday March 25th at 7PM in Community Center 
 
Frannie Cooley, parent parties are going strong 
 
John Gibbs, Update on Shade and Lunch 
 
There was some planting that remained from the capital campaign, some planting planned for 
Howard Ave., Acacia trees were removed that were deemed hazardous and new shade planning. 
 
Sun and shade patterns studied for the area at different times of the year.  
 



Wooden arbor or pergola/trellis is the model being considered now, to do the best job covering 
the area that is in sun for the greatest period of time during the day over the course of the year. 
 
Hoping that the shade structure will be built over the summer.  It will cost somewhere between 
$35-40K dollars. 
 
Beach Dad's club may schedule a cleanup of this area in the spring. 
 
Beach Dad's club Battle of the Bands was an awesome event.   
 
Motion to approve the minutes with an amendment that there was an abstention and a change to 
Song Chin-Bendib’s report to state that 35% of the district budget is from community giving 
including giving campaign and parcel tax.  Hope Salzer moves, Sarah Puckett seconds, passes 
unanimously. 


