
BPO meeting –October 6, 2014 
 
Attendance: Nicole Taylor, Jane Lin, Ann Van Gelder, 
Michael Corritone, Sarah Puckett, Linda Wendel, Amy Jo 
Goldfarb, Liz Arney, Alex Hughes, Jason Kelley, Pear 
Michaels, John Gibbs, Liz Fitzgerald, Patty Gish, 
Margie Blodgett, Sara Brose, Alexis Fasteau, Cindy 
Wire, Donna Meir, Heather Chan, Sarah Wheeler, Erika 
Clowes, Sarah Clifford, Ann Dowley, Colleen Gallagher, 
Sara Hickman, Marisa Strong, Jina Sikia, Mark Moran, 
Lindsay Saffouri, Ann Marie Miguel, Bryan Cantrill, 
Hope Salzer, Axel Geddes, Maria Morga, Rick 
Rauschenbush, Rupa Basu,  
 
Principal's report, Michael Corritone 
 
New report card to reflect common core standards 
 
Family events 
 
November 6, math night, common core family activities--
HS students may join us to help facilitate. 
 
Wildwood: 10/14, 10/20 at Havens  
 
Green Team with kids--growing this as a student 
initiative--Mrs. Broback helping with that and 
connecting science curriculum 
 
Student leadership development is an interest of MC and 
teachers: adding opportunities for them to serve school 
and community 
 
Help out with safe routes to school on 10/10/14 
 
Safety--Linda gate locked except arrival and dismissal 
times on a timer 
 
10/16/14--Great "shakeout" Day--emergency preparedness 
day 
 
Presentation by PRAISE-parent support group for special 
education 
Liz Fitzgerald, Ann Van Gelder, Erika Clowes 
 
Goal is to facilitate conversation about the inclusion 
program here at Beach and in the community. 
 
Making Deeper Connections 



including everyone 
communicating with kids about classmates in inclusive 
community 
 
What is special education?  
Erika Clowes 
 
Differences are appreciated: special is not a good term 
 
-Participants go through a rigorous qualification 
process 
-ADA guarantees equal access 
-support is provided in all PUSD schools 
 
Some inclusion methods and practices: 
-accomodations 
-aides 
-push-in support (OT? ST?) 
-pull-out support (sessions outside classroom) 
-home base & learning center 
 
Special education benefits whole school 
-research indicates academics across curriculum 
-differentiated learning 
-executive functioning strategies 
-social skills curriculum 
-neurodiversity in the classroom and the community 
 
Use 'People First' language: call kids by name, not 
disability 
Kids say 'the darnedest things': cringe-worthy 
conversation 
 
How-To on How to Talk to your Kids about Special Needs 
classmates with Special Needs 
 
-just one piece of who the kid is in our lives 
 
1) Keep calm and listen 
2) reflect and perspective talk 
3) look for a positive, empathic interpretation 
4) propose a suggestion of action 
 
'everyone is working on something' 
 
Kid can have a hard time reading aloud.  That might be 
frustrating to listen to, and that kid is probably 
frustrated. 
 



FAQ example 
 
'why does robby yell out in school all of a sudden'? 
 
-might not know the answer 
-i don't know 
-let's look at this together 
 
when have you yelled out loud? 
-score a goal? roller coaster? 
-pretty unexpected? 'i bet he's working on that'  
 
what else do you know about that child? 
 
What to say?  Questions are OK: RESOURCES: 
 
-teachers 
-resource specialists 
-counselors/school psychologists 
-library books 
-praise representatives  
 
-Remember that everyone is working on something 
-keep communication open and positive 
-encourage questions and observations 
-communications opens connections for all our kids 
 
Inclusion and Diversity= challenges with benefits  
 
Giving Campaign Presentation-Sarah Clifford and Sarah 
Puckett 
 
Check presented from last year's campaign.  Over 1M 
raised 
BPO check : $229, 918--fundraising going on this year 
 
PAINTS: Ann Van Gelder and Jane Lin 
 
Money goes to libraries, schools, Grants: guest 
artists, supplies for murals, mural installation, a new 
kiln 
 
Parents and teachers can both apply for grants 
 
lunchtime art around the playground--wednesdays and 
fridays 
 
gojanelin@gmail.com 
annvgnyc@gmail.com 



 
Hope Salzer, Chime Representative 
1968 organization--all of the performing arts supported 
by CHIME 
$26K given each year directly to the district to 
support all these things 
Andrea Mullin--middle school and high school activites 
 
Speaking against Prop 2 
 
Allows state governments to dip into the funds for 
schools:local control funding strategy 
 
President's Report—Nicole Taylor 
 
Walk and Roll to School Day 10/ 
 
Beach Garden cleanup--10/19 
 
book fair : week o fOctober 20  (taco truck thursday 
night 10/23 of book fair week) 
 
Contribution to field trips and class gift--if were not 
given at online registration--you can back onto online 
registration 
 
Target and amazon smile--can sign on 
 
Fifth graders have historically gone on an overnight 
field trip.  Historically, they went during the week 
and it is moving to the weekend.  There is a group 
being pulled together --a tri-school committee--
to  determine whether it should be a weekend or a 
weekday field trip.  If you have 4th grade parent, 
please be in contact with Nicole about volunteering. 
 
Spring fling--$91K came into Beach from Spring 
Fling.  Two spring fling representatives are needed 
from Beach.  Info night tomorrow at Nicole Taylor's 
house at 7:30--it's a fun event.  Other 2 reps are 
working parents. 
 
Budget report--9K over giving campaign expected in 
budget 
 
Shade at BEACH Update--Pear Mitchell, John Gibbs and 
Michael Corritone 
 
MC-Share info and get feedback from community 



Modernization funding available in need of consensus 
around shade options 
 
John Gibbs-working towards a solution to address lack 
of shade at Beach; 
Pear Mitchell-budget for allocation of shade on beach--
sails or shade/canopy structures? 
 
lunch area has pop up tents temporarily borrowed from 
the HS 
rest area by K wing and play structure 
classroom entrances 
corner by entrance nearest office 
play area along new wing 
 
Process-need to come up with a plan for what we want 
for a structure. 
 
The district's steering committee for modernization 
plans 
 
There is a standing approval for shade structures--35K 
allocated for it.  Havens went through the process--3 
months.  WW is in a different situation--no consensus. 
 
We need to take that info and move forward quickly, so 
we can access the funds. 
 
The district is working with the City on the Howard 
Street renovation.  An arborist came out today and said 
the acacia trees are not in great shape. 
 
Break out with groups to discuss shade 
 
DSA approval required for larger structures 
 
Short survey to go out to the community to gather 
further feedback. 
 
Motion to approve Minute Bryan Cantrill, Amy Jo 
Goldfarb seconds motion. All in favor, none opposed or 
abstentions.  Motion carries.  


